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Introduction

Preface
Lemnos Municipality is making a considerable and constant effort the last years,
in order to improve the life quality of both the citizens and visitors of Lemnos
by exploring any available funding opportunity. The equal participation of people
with disabilities in the everyday life of the island and the respect to the citizens and
visitors in general, requires among other things, the improvement of accessibility
to the sea, to areas of entertainment and recreation. Within this framework
Lemnos, as a touristic destination, is putting a considerable effort to develop a
new and attractive model of touristic development.
The participation of Lemnos Municipality in the “ERMIS’’ project, gave the
opportunity to develop the necessary capacities and to improve the information
and awareness of both visitors and entrepreneurs of tourism, regarding the
services that the island provides.
Within this framework an additional step is accomplished towards the main target
that is the promotion of Lemnos as a new tourist destination with respect to the
environment and to humans.

The Accessibility Guide of Myrina is one of the most important deliverables of the
project “ERMIS: Improving Accessibility for People with Mobility Problems’’ which is
implemented within the framework of the European Territorial Cooperation Programme
«Greece - Cyprus 2007-2013» and is co-financed by the European Union (ERDF) and
National Funds of Greece and Cyprus.
The project is a joint effort of bodies in Greece and Cyprus in order to improve the level
of accessibility for people with mobility problems. The main objective of the project
is to serve specific individuals by strengthening infrastructures and communication
and information networks, by providing equal opportunities for information, sports and
entertainment to all citizens. With the targeted interventions in areas of heavy tourist
traffic in Greece and Cyprus, the physical, cultural or social obstacles that exclude
people with mobility problems from the tourist product and the provided services,
are reduced. Specifically, the intervention areas are Pafos, Agia Napa, Limassol and
Paralimni in Cyprus and Romeikos Gialos and Thanos (Evgatis Beach) in Myrina
Lemnos.
Aim of the Accessibility Guide is to provide an operational tool for the visitors and citizens
of Myrina with mobility problems that will contribute to the safe and independent use
and access of buildings and services of touristic interest in Lemnos. For this purpose
the Accessibility Guide includes:
• Overview map of the buildings and places of interest in Myrina Lemnos;
• Suggested Tours for people with mobility problems, which provide information about
the places of interest in Myrina and their accessibility;
• Accessibility description of buildings, services, enterprises and places of interest in
Myrina that will facilitate tourism and every day activities of visitors and citizens in the
island;
• Description of the facilities and their accessibility in the intervention areas of the
“ERMIS’’ project (Romeikos Gialos and Evgatis Beach) were the autonomous ramps
for people with disabilities have been installed in order to have access to the sea.
The Accessibility Guide does not only address the needs of people with disabilities
but also targets to the support of additional social groups with mobility problems
such as elders and families with infants or young children. Accessibility is of primary
importance for people with mobility problems as it affects the quality of their every-day
life. Beyond the physical dimension, the concept of accessibility refers to the functional
and communicational aspects of social life in terms of autonomy and safety which after
all support the freedom of choices in every moment of our life.
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Tours
2.1 Tour Νο1
Description
The tour starts from the clock and the tourist information kiosk in the old port. In the
old port there is a free parking area for the visitors. Heading to the pedestrian market
area meet the building of City Hall and in front of it the bust of Admiral Kountouriotis,
liberator of Lemnos. Continuing, we are already on the small harbour of Myrina with
its traditional color, the fishing boats and the taverns by the sea, where guests can
enjoy their meal. The beach along the coastline called Tourkikos Gialos, was the
old Turkish quarter until 1912. Making a short stroll to the beach, which is ideal for
swimming and relaxing, a few meters after the small port, we meet a newly restored
Ottoman fountain, and then on the next corner, there is a typical example of local
architecture of the late 19th century, which today houses a kindergarten and soon
is going to host an extremely interesting game and children’s book collection. At
this point, if there is time, we can either continue to the East (Tour 7) or turn to
continue the walk on the market (Tour 2).

Accessibility
Tour No1, as presented in the relative map, is considered to be partly accessible.
More specifically, the tour starts from the tourist information kiosk and the clock which

Clock
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From Clock to Municipal Hall of Myrina
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2.2 Tour Νο2
Description
At the entrance to the market and the surrounding area of the old port there
are many buildings, characteristics of the local folk architecture of the late 19th
and early 20th century, while in this region there are some of the few remnants
of Ottoman architecture of the old Turkish quarter. At this point there is a
monumental Ottoman gateway, today integrated in the building of a commercial
store and next to it a small alley leading to a Muslim octagonal building. In
the pedestrian area of the market there are shops with folk art and traditional
products of Lemnos. In the middle of the tour is located the Ypsipilis Square
where there are almost all of the banks, the OTE building as well as space for a
stop for coffee or for relaxing under the trees next to the fountain.

Accessibility
Tour No2 is considered to be fully accessible. From A to B the low height
pavement is accessible although it has no ramp. From B to C the path is fully

are fully accessible. The section from A to C is fully accessible since the pavements
have ramps and a rather large width. In close distance is situated the Municipal Hall
which is partly accessible. The path from C to D is partly accessible since there is
no pavement and assistance to the people with disabilities is required. The path
from D to E, were the Ottoman Fountain is situated, is partly accessible. The lack of
pavement and the road slope and surface raise difficulties in mobility and thus the
persons with disabilities are expected to require assistance. From E to F there are
considerable obstacles on the pavement. Nearby is the ‘’Tourkikos Gialos’’ which
is partly accessible. There is a ramp to reach the beach but no pavement from F to
the beach. In the path from F to G the mobility on the pavement has difficulties while
from G to H is required assistance for the people with disabilities since there is no
pavement. Close to H is the Kindergarten (Building 2) which is partly accessible
due to the pavers that have been used as main construction material for the road.
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accessible without problem. In this area the Ottoman Gate is accessible and the
Muslim Octagonal Structure is partly accessible because of the pavers on the road
surface and the lack of ramps for the pavement making the assistance necessary
for people with disabilities. From D to E there is no pavement and some minor
difficulties may be arising for people with disabilities. The rest of the path (E-I) is
fully accessible. From the market until the end of the path there is a wide pavement
without surface anomalies that is suitable for people with disabilities. Along this
section there is the Ottoman Fountain and the Ypsipilis Square which are fully
accessible.

Romeikos Gialos

Monumental Ottoman Gateway

2.3 Tour Νο3
Description
On Garoufalidou Street, the vertical road after Ypsipilis Square, are situated
the old cinema Garoufalidi and the Municipal Theater Maroula. Today the
‘’Garoufalideio’’ is used as multipurpose hall by the Aegean University. The
Municipal Theater Maroula has been recently renovated and hosts several
cultural events. In the same building there is the Exhibition Hall ‘’Gkouliouri’’
that is used as exhibition and seminar area. On Karatzas Street is the Kydadeio
building, which was erected by Panayiotis Kydas, a wealthy Lemnian and today
houses the interesting and modern library of the University of the Aegean.

Port

Ypsipilis Square
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2.4 Tour Νο4
Description

Accessibility
Regarding the accessibility of the Tour
No 3, as it is shown in the relative map,
the whole path is partially accessible. In
particular, in the section from A to C there
is a ramp to ascent only on one side of
the pavement; therefore after crossing it,
there is no ramp to descent. The pavement
is wide enough for a wheelchair, however
the trees along the pavement might limit
the accessibility and an escort might be
required. The final section from B to D, is
partially accessible because the street is
made by cobblestones.

Towards Municipal Theater Maroula

The route starts just after Ypsipilis Square (point A of the map). To the left of the
road at the first intersection after the square, is the Karatzadeios library, which
features a rich archive of local newspapers and books. Continuing the path from
the market and crossing the square, where buses and taxis can be found, meet the
Stone Bridge where the Turks hung the Bishop of Limnos in retaliation for the Greek
uprising, at the end of 18th century, during the siege of the Castle of Myrina by
Russians under the command of count Orlov. Across the street is the Cathedral of
the Holy Trinity (Agia Triada), a three-aisled Basilica with lateral niches and a dome.
Next to the entrance of the Metropolis is the administration building of the University
of the Aegean – former building of Panlimniako School Fund. Across the street and
in the same courtyard is the hall of the philharmonic orchestra, while on the back
side there is an open parking area. Descending to the beach of Romeikos Gialos, in
a narrow alley, one can meet the old hotel «Castle» and the old-school «Pantelideio»
currently used by the University of the Aegean. Nearby, there is a parking area for

From Municipal Theater Maroula to
Karatzadeios Library

Towards Kydadeio Building

Municipal Theater Maroula
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From Municipal Theater Maroula to
Karatzadeios Library
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those who want to use the mechanism that allows people with disabilities to access
the sea. Continuing on the road come across a typical 19th-century neoclassical
building, with the ground floor and two floors. It was the old Turkish Headquarters
and today houses the Archaeological Museum of Myrina, where the archaeological
treasures of Lemnos are exposed. Passing the high school of Myrina, which is a
monument of architectural heritage of the island, we arrive at Metropolitan Palace
(Mitropolitiko Megaro), a luxurious two-storey mansion that was built in 1868 and
today hosts also the interesting Museum of Byzantine Art. At this point there are
many scattered points of interest from various eras such as the Russian monument
to the Orlov revolt.
The beach Romeikos Gialos is the heart of Myrina, where are concentrated the
majority of the neoclassical buildings, built by wealthy merchants and expatriates
returning from Egypt. Some of the characteristic mansions of the area such as
the mansion Sachtouri (today used for cultural events) and Christodoulideio
Mansion (today used by University of Aegean), are donations of benefactors to the
municipality and the educational institutions of Lemnos. At the end of the walk in
Romeikos Gialos is one of the most famous mansions of Myrina, Vontila mansion,
associated with legends and tales of mystery about the fate of the founders and
today is used as an exhibition and events venue. Just beside the Vontila Mansion is
located the church of Agia Paraskevi, at the foot of the hill of the castle.
In Romeikos Gialos there are many cafés, restaurants and traditional taverns where
you can enjoy your meal or coffee viewing clearly the Mount Athos.
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Cathedral of the Holy Trinity (Agia Triada)

From Cathedral of the Holy Trinity (Agia Triada) to Administration Building
of Aegean University

Accessibility
The Tour 4, as it is shown in the map, is partially accessible. In particular, the
section A-B is fully accessible up to the market square, then there is no pavement
and assistance is necessary for people with disabilities. Along the path is the
Chapel, the Karatzadeios Library (Building 5) and the «Krystalo» café, which are
fully accessible. Continuing, in section B-D are found the Stone Bridge, the building
of the University of the Aegean (Building 9) and the Church of the Holy Trinity, which
are partially accessible due to lack of pavement. Similarly, the section from B to
E has a narrow pavement and accessibility is limited. Along the section B-E meet
the Museum and High School of Myrina, access to which requires an escort due
to variable width of the pavement. The Pantelideio Building, the old hotel Castle
and the Russian monument of the Orlov revolt, are accessible although there is
no pavement. The tour ends in section E-F, which is considered to be of limited
accessibility. More specifically, the width of the pavement varies and obstacles are
met along the route, such as trees and tables and chairs, while there is no ramp to
the pavement. In the summertime the road is closed for the cars and accessibility
is considerably improved. The buildings that someone meets include the Building
Sachtouri and the Vontila Mansion in front of which there is no pavement while the
road is structured with cobblestones. The Christodoulideio is the only accessible
building as there is a descent ramp for the exterior space of the building. The shops
in the surrounding area are accessible as there are no elevation differences. From
the beach side, there is a low height pavement and access is relatively easy as
long as the shop owners manage to leave open spaces between the chairs and the
shading structures.
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Accessibility

2.5 Tour Νο5
Description
This route starts from the point of Romeikos Gialos where is the Russian
monument of the Orlov revolt towards the Richa Nera beach and ends in
the Prehistoric Settlement of Myrina. At the beginning of the path there are
many scattered points of interest from various eras like the War Memorial,
the German structure for machine guns of WWII and the Heroes’ Memorial.
Heading towards the region Richa Nera, on the peninsula of Myrina’s Officers
Club, there is an old weather station, a point with excellent view, which however
is not accessible. The little building at the beach is the headquarters of the
nautical club of Lemnos from which have been revealed world champions and
one Olympic winner. A little further down is the site of Prehistoric Settlement of
Myrina, which dated from the Later Neolithic II until the oldest phases of early
Bronze Age. After that is the beach of Richa Nera with shops partly accessible
since there is an elevation difference between the road and the beach facilities.
At the end of the beach there is a beach volley court in which numerous athletes
are gathered and several events are organized in the summer.

Tour No5, as presented in the relative map, is considered to be partly accessible.
In particular, the section A-B is partially accessible, as there is a sidewalk which
however, is not located on either side of the road along the section. In addition,
there is no ramp to ascent, therefore an escort is required. Along the route
meet the War Memorial, a German structure for machine guns of WWII and the
Heroes’ Memorial. The first two are partially accessible, while the Memorial is fully
accessible, as there is a smooth corridor from the road up to it. At the end of the
section is located the Nautical Club (Building 15) which is accessible through a
sidewalk on one side of the road without ramp to ascent. After the Nautical Club,
the B-D section, which ends at the weather station, is inaccessible as there is a dirt
road which continues on a road that is damaged. Nearby is the Officers Club of
Myrina, which is hardly accessible due to lack of sidewalk. The last segment of the
path B-E characterized by restricted accessibility. Specifically, in section B-D there
is a rudimentary sidewalk with scattered trees and without a ramp. In the remainder
section D-E the pavement is nonexistent and in some places there is a slope greater
than 5 degrees, therefore an escort is required for people with limited mobility.
Nearby is the Prehistoric Settlement, which is fully accessible with ramps that allow
the free movement of visitors in the archeological area. Overall the movement in
this route is feasible through the road which has satisfactory width and smooth
slopes. In any case extremely attention is required to the moving vehicles since this
is a two-way road.

War Memorial
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Russian Monument to the Orlov Revolt

2.6 Tour Νο6
Description
The route initially moves alongside the beach of Richa Nera, which is ideal for
swimming, and then divides into two branches. One leads to the church of Saint
Panteleimon and the second to the Memorial of Cypriot fighters (Mnimeio Kyprion
Agoniston), which is dedicated to EOKKA’s fighters. The road to Saint Panteleimon
Church comes across neoclassical buildings and beautiful modern and traditional
buildings with rental rooms. On the opposite side is located the tourist complex of
Swiss, an interesting architectural example which was closed a few years ago. The
use of earth materials such as stones and the paths of the complex, in combination
with the gardens create a unique landscape that blends perfectly with nature.

Richa Nera

Mnimeio Kyprion Agoniston
(Cypriot Fighters Memorial)

Accessibility
Regarding the accessibility of the Tour, as it is shown in the map, it seems that the
whole route is partially accessible. In particular, the section A-B is characterized
by rudimentary pavement. In section B-G, which leads to the Church of Saint
Panteleimon (Building 16), accessibility is particularly limited, as there is no
pavement, while the road is made of concrete and there are continuous slopes.
The section B-H and the Richa Nera, which are located close to the beach, are not
accessible due to damaged road. The section from H-I has limited accessibility.
The path ends in K (section I-K), the Mnimeio Kyprion Agoniston (Cypriot Fighters
Memorial) which is not accessible. Section I-K, therefore, does not allow access
of persons with disabilities even if escorting, since the ground is uneven with
significantly large gradients.
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2.7 Tour Νο7
Description

This route begins from the Tourkikos Gialos at the place where today is the
neoclassical building of the kindergarten of Myrina, which is planned to convert into
«Museum of childhood play and book» and directed toward the Southeast exit of
the city. Along the way we meet the «Trifoto», a central crossroad which is lighted by
a triple lantern ever since. On the is right the refugee quarter of Nea Madytos, with
traditional small and neat houses, while along the main route there are interesting
neoclassical buildings and the «Good Samaritan» elders’ nursing house. A little
further is the Church of the Assumption with its interesting architecture and beautiful
courtyard, at the rear of which there is a spacious parking lot just opposite the new
cultural center. Heading to the hospital through the narrow streets there are typical
houses of the old town. After a short distance of alternating slopes and great attention
crossing a traffic one way we arrive at the open space of the 2nd elementary school.
Taking a little uphill to the right we reach the old preservable building of the hospital
-donation of Lemnian expatriates - on the back of which is the new building with
interesting modern architecture and easy access. Within walking distance from the
last portion of the path lies the Hill Tsas with the small surrounding walls on top and
the trail which although formed is rough with steep gradients.

Tsas Hill

Accessibility
Regarding the accessibility of the Tour, as it is shown in the map, it seems that the
whole path is partially accessible. In particular, the A-C section has pavements,
which are particularly high, and do not have the necessary ramps. At the same time,
along the pavement there are tree-lined paths, which hamper the crossing; therefore
assistance is needed for the people with disabilities. In the middle of the route the
visitor will meet the Trifoto, which is equally difficult to access due to obstacles along
the pavement. The section C-F also makes accessibility difficult and dangerous,
because there is no pavement. The route (section F-O) ends at the Hospital (Building
3). This section is partially accessible due to the lack of pavement along the entire
route and the continuous slopes.

Trifoto
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From Hospital to Tsas Hill

21

From Trifoto to the Church of
Assumption

Accessibility of buildings
and places of interest
3.1 Municipal Hall
The Municipal Hall is considered to be partly accessible. More specifically the
building has an external ramp for people with limited mobility. The ramp is built in
the rear side of the building and not in the main entrance. The width of the ramp
is hardly suitable for wheelchair usage. The door allows the entrance of disabled
or with limited mobility persons, while the internal area of the building, which has
only one floor, consists of a wide open space area for public use which allows the
free and without limitations mobility. The access to the upper floor is possible only
through stairs, since there is no elevator (indoor or outdoor). In addition there is no
toilet room suitable for people with disabilities.
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3.2 Hospital-Health Center
The hospital is considered to be fully accessible. It has an external ramp to access
the entrance and the entrance door is fully accessible. The movement in the ground
floor is free without limitations. The building has an elevator which allows the
access to the upper two floors of the hospital, although the elevator buttons have
been situated relatively high. The toilet-room for persons with disabilities is situated
in the ground floor. For the transportation from the old to the new building there is a
ramp with rather high slope and thus there is a need for assistance to the persons
with disabilities. Finally the signing is rather limited.
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3.3 Kindergarten – Museum of children’s
games and books
The building of Kindergarten – Museum of children’s games and books (Building 2)
is considered to be partly accessible. More specifically there are stairs and ramp
for people with disabilities in order to enter into the building. However the slope and
width of the ramp create difficulties to wheelchair users. The main entrance door is
not accessible and there is no toilet for people with disabilities.
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3.4 Municipal Theater Maroula
The theater is considered to be partly accessible. There is a ramp which allows
the access to the main entrance. However the ramp is narrow and has a spiral
design which creates difficulties and thus assistance for people with disabilities is
considered to be necessary. The internal area is accessible with a ramp that allows
the movement from one level to the other. However the slope of the ramp is rather
high. There is a toilet for people with disabilities in the ground floor and there are
specially designed areas for people with disabilities in the main hall.
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3.5 Church of the Assumption (Koimiseos tis Theotokou)

3.6 Metropolitan Church of Holy Trinity (Agia Triada)

The Church of the Assumption is considered to be partly accessible. There are no
floor plans for the church. The church has a ramp that leads to the main entrance.
However the slope of the ramp is high and assistance is considered to be necessary
for persons with disabilities. The internal area of the church is accessible.

The Metropolitan Church is considered to be partly accessible. The Church has an
external ramp to access the entrance. The main entrance door and the internal area
of the church are fully accessible.
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3.7 Church of St. Panteleimon
The Church is considered to be fully accessible. The outside area allows the free
movement of people with disabilities and there is a ramp which allows the access
to the main entrance. The entrance door and the internal area of the church are fully
accessible.

Accessibility around
the project intervention area
4.1 Romeikos Gialos
In the beach of Romeikos Gialos and within the framework of the ‘’ERMIS’’ project,
was established the first mechanism for people with disabilities that allows the
access to the sea. During the summertime there is also available a dressing cabin
in the service of the visitors.
In the surrounding area there are several taverns, beach bars and coffee-bars with
table and chairs outside of the shops that are fully accessible. Close to Romeikos
Gialos beach is the archeological site of the Prehistoric Settlement of Myrina. The
site has ramps and is fully accessible to people with disabilities.

3.8 Sanctuary of Artemis
The Sanctuary of Artemis is considered
to be partly accessible because of the
slopes of the terrain and the lack of
appropriate pavement in the path that
leads to the Sanctuary. The nearby
hotel is partly accessible also with a
small ramp in the entrance.
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4.2 Thanos Beach – Evgatis site
The second mechanism for people with disabilities that allows the access to the sea
is established in the Thanos Beach, close to Mira Mare beach-bar and tavern. Τhe
beach-bar is fully equipped and there is also a life-guard in the summertime. The
beach is awarded with a blue flag. The tavern has a ramp in order to be accessible
and there is also a toilet room for people with disabilities.
Hotel Mira Mare is fully accessible. The building has an external ramp, accessible
entrance door, and toilet room for people with disabilities. In addition there is
appropriate signing for people with disabilities in order to reach the beach.
Close by is situated the Evgatis Hotel which is fully accessible. In the parking area
there is a ramp which facilitates the access to the paths network that lead to the
hotel rooms. The hotel has special rooms for people with disabilities that are fully
equipped to satisfy their needs.
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P artners

Cyprus Paraplegic Association (OPAK) – Leader Partner
Address: 28th Οctovriou 20 Strovolos 2012 Nicosia
Telephone:+ 357 22496494, Fax +357 22423540
Email opak@cytanet.com.cy, www.opak.org.cy
Municipality of Lemnos – Partner
Address: Ilia Iliou sq., 81400, Myrina, Lemnos
Telephone: +30 2254350015, Fax +30 2254350050
e-mail: dlimnou@gmail.com | www.limnos.gov.gr
CYPRUS UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY – Partner
Address 30 Archbishop Kyprianou, 3036 Limassol
Telephone: +357 25 00 2500, Fax: +357 25 00 2750
www.cut.ac.cy/
The project «Improving Accessibility for People with Mobility Problems»
(ERMIS) is implemented within the framework of the Cross-Border Cooperation
Programme Greece - Cyprus 2007-2013.
www.greece-cyprus.eu

The project is co-funded by the European
Union 80% (ERDF) and by national Funds
of Greece and Cyprus 20%

European Territorial Cooperatiοn Programme

Municipality of Lemnos

Greece – Cyprus 2007-2013
Hellenic Republic

European Union
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Republic of Cyprus

Investing in our future

